
PREVENTING COVID-19 EXPOSURES IN THE SCHOOL 

GUIDANCE REGARDING STUDENTS 

Making sure students who may be carrying the virus do not enter the school 

 

1-877-464-9675 
TTY 1-866-512-6228 
york.ca 

 

Does the child have any of the following symptoms that are new or 

worsening?

· Fever and/or chills

· Cough

· Shortness of breath

· Decrease or loss of sense of smell or taste?

The child should 

· stay home to isolate 

immediately

· Seek medical 

attention including 

being tested for 

COVID-19

Does the child have any of the 

following symptoms that are new or 

worsening?

· Sore throat

· Stuffy nose and/or runny nose

· Headache

· Nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea

· Fatigue, lethargy, muscle aches or 

malaise

The child should:

· Stay home for 24 hours from when the symptoms started

· Return to school/child care without a COVID-19 test if the 

symptom(s) has improved and they are feeling well

· Seek medical attention including being tested for COVID-19 if 

the symptom(s) gets worse

The child should

· Stay home to isolate 

immediately

· Seek medical attention 

including being tested 

for COVID-19 if 

advised

In the past 14 days, has the child:

Travelled outside of the country?

OR

Been in close contact with a person who is a confirmed case of COVID-19?

Is the child experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19?

The child should:

· Complete their 14 day 

isolation period from their 

return to Canada or last 

known exposure to 

COVID-19 or as advised 

by public health

· If symptoms develop 

seek medical attention 

including being tested for 

COVID-19

The child should:

· Seek medical 

attention including 

being tested for 

COVID-19

· continue to isolate at 

home while awaiting 

test results

The child should:

· Isolate for 10 days from symptom onset

· Public Health will be in touch to provide information for 

the child and the rest of their household and other 

close contacts 

· Household contacts and other close contacts should 

isolate at home for 14 days from their last exposure to 

the child

The child should 

complete their 14 day 

isolation period from: 

Their return to 

Canada

OR

Their last known 

exposure to COVID-

19

OR

As advised by public 

health

The child may 

attend school

CLOSE CONTACT: People who were within 2-meters of an individual  for more than 10 minutes, who provide care to them or live in the 

same household, people they have had close physical contact with, such as shaking hands or who they have accidentally coughed, 

sneezed or spit on while talking to.

PROBABLE CASE: Individuals who are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 who  have in the 14 days prior to symptom onset had close 

contact with a confirmed or probable case or have travelled outside of Canada.

SYMPTOMS HAVE IMPROVED: The individuals symptoms are improved, however mild symptoms (e.g., cough and runny nose) are 

known to persist.  Individual must be free of fever for at least 24 hrs and not experiencing any new or worsening symptoms.

      Siblings and 

other household 

contacts of 

symptomatic child 

should isolate while 

awaiting child’s test 

results if the child 

has known risk 

factors.
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